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The Nicaraguan Defense Ministry reported July 6 that 23 contras were killed in a four-hour battle
with Sandinista troops in northern Nicaragua. The report said that the battle took place on the
afternoon of July 5 near the settlement of San Jose de Cusmapa, 87 miles north of Managua. The
statement did not mention Sandinista casualties. The statement said the latest contra deaths brought
to 477 the number of contras killed in combat from June 5 through July 5. A total of 131 Sandinista
soldiers reported died in the same period in 372 engagements with the contras, mostly in Jinotega,
Matagalpa, Zelaya and Rio San Juan provinces. The contras made 55 attacks during the period on
targets such as electrical towers and Sandinista farm cooperatives, the statement said. On July 6, in
Tegucigalpa the contras' major army, the FDN (Nicaraguan Democratic Front) announced that 401
Sandinista soldiers died and 305 were wounded in 252 engagements in June. The FDN statement did
not mention contra casualties. In a July 8 statement, the Nicaraguan Defense Ministry reported that
contra deaths in the San Jose de Cusmapa area totaled 30, result of the July 5 battle and subsequent
mop-up operations. Contra units reportedly also attacked the villages of Limay and Pueblo Nuevo
in the same area. The statement emphasized the efficiency of local self- defense militias, whose
training is part of the Sandinista army's new strategies in response to tactical changes implemented
by the contras. The "Cusmapa clashes," said the Ministry statement, demonstrate the effectiveness
of Sandinista defense planning. Since 1986, the contras have deployed units of 15 men or less in
attacking pre-determined targets such as electricity pylons and agricultural cooperatives. Given
that the contras receive accurate information about the location of government troops, villages
and cooperatives in mountainous areas for instance, cannot rely on protection by Sandinista army
regulars. Consequently, said the statement, residents of villages throughout the country have
received training by soldiers to construct defensive installations and in military maneuvers to
defend themselves until troops arrive at the scene. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 07/08/87; AP,
07/07/87)
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